Narrative Poem Rubric
	
	Beginning Poet 

1
	Developing Poet 

2
	Poet Laureate 

Junior

3
	Poet Laureate

Senior

4

	Develop-

ment of

Ideas and

Content
	Lacks central theme and ideas and content not developed or simply listed
	Theme vague or too many themes, ideas and content need more development
	Clear theme, interesting ideas and content
	Focused and engaging theme,

complementary ideas and  content

	Voice /

Word

Choice
	Lacking voice and emotion or tone for purpose, words have no clear purpose, reader struggles
	Hints at voice, but not sustained; some word choice vague or disrupt rhythm
	More moments of voice than not; writer shows tone and emotion; word choice shows mastery of language
	Strong voice, well-suited for purpose; strong emotion; effective,  powerful word choice

	Organiza-

tion
	Structure shows lack of organization, or is not identifiable
	Structure detracts some from content or seems formulaic
	Strong structure and poetic style, appropriate style
	Creatively organized around meaning and purpose, follows style that comple-

ments theme

	Presenta-

Tions and

Conven-

tions
	No evidence of format and awareness of audience, numerous errors distract from effort
	Minimum attention paid to format and audience, limited control of conventions
	Format is appropriate, a couple of spelling or grammar errors
	Format enhances poem, convention rules bent or followed to reinforce total effect 


Final Grade: _______

Comments:

